To an Awaken'd 


UNDER THE 


FORM 
RELIGION. 


LONDON. 
Printed and Sold by J. . in 


Bart holomew-Cloſe, Co Weſt-Smiths : 
field. 1 4 


| 


ene 


* „ . 
F ˙²˙ wr" 12 „ * 

- * * 1 . - 1 , 

,—_— 953 

nee 4+- 


. ̃ Ä— A EE LAI 


n 
22 
1G 


7 
. ou " 
wo, WS 1 N 
— O 


- 
wy FIT. 
PVT F 2 _ 
#/ « UI V D 
Fd it 
1 i 
** Zan » © - 
2 t * * 7 * 1 — 
i 7 - = s, b 
2 — / 
of 8 = - 75 p * . * 

1 A mt. wt ** p F \ ba 

F — — «d * k 
— — - 


= 
- 


DIRECTIONS 
| 1 n 
Awaken d Conſcience, &c, 


AM in great Con- 
ſternation from an 
awaken'd Conſci- 

Nv ence. I ſee my - 
Soul in utmoſt danger of periſhing 
for ever. I felt no Earth-quake as 

did the Jaylor, but I feel one with- 
in as terrible, that makes my Heart 
ſhake with Horror. What ſhall I 
do to be ſaved? O, for a kind Guide 
to lead me out of this Diſtreſs, to 
the true Path of Peace. | 

Guide. I accept the Office, and will 
endeavour it as God ſhall aſſiſt me. 
What „ 171 to this Senſe of 
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| your State? Why are you ſo impa- 
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Directions to an . . 


tient and deſpondent? 

P. Can a Man ſee nothing in him- 
ſelf but Sin, and, yet hope? And 
Hell gaping for him, and be patient ? 
I thought once I had ſome good in 
me, but now I ſee all ſtark naught. 
God afflicted me variouſly, but J re- 
garded not: But at length a ſerious 
thought ſettled in my Mind. Then 
I] attended Sermons more ſeriouſly: 
One eſpecially rouz'd me. Il went 
Home, read the Text and Chapter, 
and that ſtill ſtartled me more. I 


endeavour'd to ſhake off theſe dread- | 


ful Thoughts by Diverſions and Com- 
pany, but to no Purpoſe. 

G. To ſee nothing but Sin, and no 
Saviour, 1s very formidable, but you 
have the offer of One, who came 
purpolely, not to ſave the Righteous, 

ut Sinners, loſt in themſelves. You 
ſlept quietly in the mouth of Dan- 
ger, before this awakening Word : 
To ſee and fear Danger, is the only 
way to avoid it. There is more 


Hope of an awaken'd Publican, than 


of a conceited Phariſee. When you 
thought well of yourſelf, you little 
thought of a Saviour; but now, it 

ever, 
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Awaken d Conſcienee. 3 


ever, he is pretious to you: And 
that Eſteem of Him, and eager de- 


ſire after Him, is the only ſure way 
to enjoy Him. Afflictions are the 
Voice of God, calling you to reſt in 
Him your only Happineſs. Your neg- 
ligence has oblig'd a kind God to uſe 
ſharper Methods, to make you know 
yourſelf and Him better. To ſhake 
off ſerious Thoughts by Diverſions, is 
to oppoſe God's gracious Deſigns, 
provokes Him to redouble his Strokes, 
or, as incorrigible, to caſt you oft 
utterly. What was the Text that 

ſo affected you? EY 

P. TIwas that peremptory Aſſerti- 

on of our Lord to Nicodemus, guard- 
ed with a double Bar, John iii. 3. 
Verily, verily, I ſay unto thee, except 4 
Man be Born again, he cannot ſee the 
Kingdom of God. Now I am ſo far 
from the new Birth, that I ne'er had 
a T hought about it, till this Paſſage 
was powerfully faſten'd upon me. 
To be in Chriſt, I thought was to 
be baptiz'd in his Name, to keep 


my Church, ſay my Prayers, attend 


Ordinances, and behave with civil 

honeſty : This I thought would car- 

ry me to Heaven. | 
B 2 Ho ? 
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pour State? Why are you ſo impa- 


tient and deſpondent? __ _ .._.. 
P. Can a Man ſee nothing in him- 
felf but Sin, and, yet hope? And 
Hell gaping for him, and be patient? 
I thought once I had ſame good in 
me, but now I ſee all ſtark naught, 
God afflicted me variouſly, but I re- 
garded not: But at length a ſerious 
thought ſettled in my Mind. Then 


1 attended Sermons more ſeriouſly: 


One eſpecially rouz'd me. | went 
Home, read the Text and Chapter, 
and that ſtill ſtartled me more. I 


endeavour'd to ſhake off theſe dread- | 


ful Thoughts by Diverſions and Com- 
pany, but to no Purpole. —_ 

G. To ſee nothing but Sin, and no 
Saviour, 1s very formidable, but you 


have the offer of One, who came | 


* not to ſave the Righteous, 
ut Sinners, loſt in themſelves. You 
ſlept quietly in the mouth of Dan- 
ger, before this awakening Word : 
To ſee and fear Danger, 1s the only 


way to avoid it. There is more, 
Hope of an awaken'd Publican, than 


of a conceited Phariſee. When you 
thought well of yourſelf, you little 
thought of a Saviour; but now, it 

ever, 
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Aaken d Conſcience. 5 IJ} 
ever, he is pretious to you: And 
that Eſteem of Him, and eager de- 


ſire after Him, is the only ſure way 
to enjoy Him. Afflictions are the 
Voice of God, calling you to reſt in 
H im your only Happineſs. Your neg- 
ligence has oblig'd a kind God to uſe 
ſharper Methods, to make you know 
yourſelf and Him better. To ſhake 
off ſerious Thoughts by Diverſions, is 
to oppoſe God's gracious Deſigns, 
provokes Him to redouble his Strokes, 
or, as incorrigible, to caſt you off 
utterly. What was the Text that 
ſo affected you? 

P. TIwas that peremptory Aſſerti- 
on of our Lord to Nicodemus, guard- 
ed with a double Bar, John iti. 3, 
Verily, verily, I ſay unto thee, except 4 
Man be Born again, he cannot ſee the 
Kingdom of God. Now I am ſo far 
from the new Birth, that I ne'er had 
a Thought about it, till this Paſſage 
was powerfully faſten'd upon me. 
To be in Chriſt, I thought was to 
be baptiz'd in his Name, to keep 


my Church, ſay my Prayers, attend 


Ordinances, and behave with civil 
honeſty : This I thought would car- 
ry me to Heaven. Py 
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Directions to an | 
G. How cou'd you attend God's 


Worſhip, and. read the Scriptures 
frequently, and ſtill remain ſo ſtu- | 
pidly ignorant? Did you not bear 
and read, Mat. vii. 14. The Gate was 
ſtraight, and the Way narrow, that leads 
to Life, and few find it. That many 
ſeek to enter, and can't. Therefore 


we muſt ſtrive as in an Agony to enter, 


Luke xX111. 24. That the violent tate 


Heaven by force, Mat. xi. 12. How 


cou'd you reconcile your formal care- 


leſs Way to theſe expreſs Difficul- 


ties? Did you not apprehend the | 
Danger of Hypocriſie, of a Form of 
Godlineſs without the Power? 2 Tim. iii. 


5. How cou'd you maintain your 


Hopes of Heaven under no better 
Attainments than the vileſt Hypo- 


crite can make? 


P. Don't wonder at my Caſe as 
ſingular, when you ſee ſo many in 


the ſame State, but without any 


Senſe of it. AMi& me not with the 


remembrance of my paſt ſtupid Be- 
haviour, for I'm amazed at it. 


G. Many are in a State of Security, 


as you was: How thaakful then 


ſhou'd you be to God, who has rais'd 


you out of a dead ſleep, and ſhew'd | 
| yo u 
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| you your Danger while you may 


avoid it. Be humbled at the Senſe 
of your paſt folly, acknowledge his 
goodnels in theſe merciful Severities, 


and improve the Seaſon. 


P. I cou'd bear the Puniſhment of 
wy Fault?, tho' ſo very terrible, 
cou'd I hope for a good End; but 
fear God has forſaken me. Is this 
his uſual Method to bring poor Souls 
to himſelf, to leave them to con- 
fli&t with fuch amazing Terrors? 

G. Very often, not always. Some 
liſten to his ſoft ſtill Voice, are led 
by fair means, yet moſt of them 
feel ſome ftings of Conſcience. Such 
as are moſt terrified by the Horrors 
you ſutfer, gain this Advantage when 
reconcil'd to God, ever to hate Sin 
more, and more highly to value 
Chriſt, his healing Grace and par- 
doning Mercy. God deſigns you this 
kind welcome, if you truly humble 
yourſelf before Him. 

. Wou'd God accept me, Pd ſub- 
mit to any Terms, and lie in the 
Duſt before Him. I ſee I am undone 
without an Intereſt in Chriſt Jeſus, 
but know not how to obtain it. Fm 
in a poor ragged, beggerly Condit'- 

B 3 - on, 


| 6 Direct ions to an 
on, and have nothing to recommend 
myſelf to Him, but my Wants and | 
Miſeries. | | 
G. Tho' you know it not, happy 
is the humble, craving frame you 
diſcover. A deep Senſe of your un- 
worthineſs, with ſtrong Deſires af- | 
ter Chriſt, are the beft Preparatives | 
to receive Him. Whoever thirſts, is 
invited to take the Waters of Life 
i freely, Iſai. lv. 1. He who hungers 
mall be fatisfied with the Bread of 
Life. Chriſt is this living Bread, and 
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his Spirit is the living Water, John vi. 
51. Ch. vii. 37, 38,39. Turn to theſe 
Texts, and what follows, for nothing 
can ſtrengthen your Faith, and com- 
fort your Soul, like the pure Word 
of God. You ſeem diſcourag'd. at 
your ragged Dreſs, and unprepared- 
nels for your Lord. Did not. Chriſt 
call Levi at the Receipt of Cuſtom, 
aud feaſt with a great Company of 
Publicans and Sinners, declaring he 
came to call ſuch to Repentance ? 
' Lake v. 27, to 33. Read carefully, 

Take Xviit.Ver,y,to 15, our Lord's Diſ- 
courſe to the Phariſees : And the Hi- 
ſtory of Zaccheus,the chief of Publicans, 
Luke xix. 2, to 11th. What Prepara- 
| tives 


Awaken'a C onſcience. 7 N 
tives had any of theſe poor Crea- 
tures to receive Chriſt, but a Senſe 
of their Need of Him, and a ready 
compliance with his Call? The lat- 


ter gave Proof of his Sincerity, by 
| immediate Acts of Juſtice and Cha- 


rity, in a ſignal manner, and ſo muſt 
every true penitent Believer. 

P. Nl turn to thoſe Texts, and 
conſider them, for I perceive at the 
firſt rebound of my Thoughts, an 
Evidence in the main of the Argu- 
ment I can't reſiſt: But alas, here 
lies my unhappineſs, thoſe you men- 
tion were barefac'd Sinners, Extor- 
tioners, and what not, making no 
Profeſſion of we £2; as I have, and 
yet remain a clofe Hypocrite : Now 
Publicans and Harlots go to Heaven 
before Hypocrites, as our Lord de- 
clares, Mat. xxi.3 1. Nothing in Scrip- 
ture is branded with a blacker mark 
of Infamy, than is Hypocriſie: No 
greater Woe is denounc'd againſt any, 
than ſuch as are under that Imputa- 
tion, therefore are coupled by our 
Lord, in their Puniſhment with Un- 
believers. I cou'd wiih I had made 
no Profeſſion, for that I fear, aud my 
formal Acts of Worſhip, are but ſo 
| B 4. many 


4. 


* Nee er, 4% an 
many multiply'd Sins, 1 had Zea 


for the Church I was of, but 1 fear | 


it was blind and fierce, like St. Paul's, 
while a bigotted Phariſee. 


6. Some ſort of Hypocriſie is | bets 
ter than Prophanity and Licentiouſ: | 
neſs, that bid open Defiance ta 


Heaven, while the other pays ſome 


deference, tho' not heartily. The | 
levere Cenſure and Woe paſsd on 


Hy pocriſie by our Lord, was that 


grofs one of Scribes and Phariſees, 


that was founded in Atheiſm and In- 
fidelity; for they ſtudiouſly cover'd 
their known Vices by a ſtrict Profeſ- 


ſion, only to be ſeen of Men. Read 


Mat. vi. to 1 oth, and Mat. xxiii. ver. 
235 to 34th. there you'll ſee. their 
Crime at. large. What you charge 
yourſelf with is more ſecret, when a 
Man's Heart deceives him, and he 
knows it not; certainly more par- 
donable, tho want of Conſideration 
produc'd it. The young Man in 8 
Goſpel thought he had kept * 
Commands, when he had kept n 
as he ſhou'd, all his Religion lyiog 
1n the outward Part, not at all in 
the Heart, the main ſpring of Con- 
formity in Action, yet it's ſaid our 
SRVIOUL 
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Awakend Conſcience. * 0 
Saviour lov'd him, tho” the love of 
Riches made him forſake Him. We 
read of no Expreſſion like this, to ſcan- 
dalous Sinners, or groſs Hy pocrites, 
therefore your Caſe is much better 
than either of theirs. The reaſon 
why great Sinners ſtand fairer for 
Heaven, than conceited Hy pocrites, 
is, becauſe they lie more open to. 
Conviction: and that attain'd, ſee 
more need of Chriſt, and embrace 
him more cordially. You ſee now 
this want of him, and heartily de- 
ſire him: Doubt not then of a fa- 
vourable Acceptance, for it's the ve- 
ry Qualification to receive him. Re- 
pent not of Acts of Worſhip, that 
were your Duty to perform, but of 
the Formality that attended them. 
You ought and muſt comply with 
them, tho? you. fail in the Manner. 
Some ſincerity was at the bottom of 


them, tho? not truly gracious and: 


ſaving. Look now then more to. 
your Heart than ever, and beg the 


Spirit of God more importunately. 


As for your Zeal for the Church, if 
it was not according to Knowledge, 
repent and amend : Get clearer No- 
tions of true Chriſtian Charity, and. 

| B 5 of 
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of the Catholick Church of chriſt, 


fpread all the World over. Read 
often, 1 Cor. xiii. Eph. iv. to 17th Ver. 
Retain Love to all who differ from 


1 you, hate none, pity and pray for 
W the Ignorant, aud out of the way, ſo 


WF dwell in Love, and dwell} in God. If 


you keep your Church, and keep not 
Charity, you drop Chriftianity. 

P. I confefs | have acted too like 
the blind Phariſees, who conceiv'd 
none cou'd be ſaved but in their 
Way: But now I begin to love all. 
good People, I think ſuch. I think 
your” Argument encouraging, that, 
and God's awakening Providence, 
point me directly to Chriſt. I be- 
gin. to eſteem him more than ever, 
and. reſolve by God's Grace, to put 
my entire Confidence in Him, tho he 
Hay me, ſince no other Name under Hea- 
den can ſave me, nor is there Salvation 
#1 any other, Att. iv. 12. I feel a grow- 
ing impatience of Him: I'm. like a: 
Fraveller who has loſt his Way, the 
Pay declining, and. fear the Night 
of: Death, may overtake me, before 
Þ get home to. him, Pray ſhew me 
the ſhorteſt Way. 

G.. This ardent Defire of Chrift, 


begins a Union with Him, is the 


Lindi 
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Aaken d Conſcience, 1 

kindly Fruit of Faith: Improve this 
Deſire all you can, by all holy Means, 
and ſeriouſly endeavour to act at- 
cordingly, then your Truſt in Him 
will never finally. deceive you.. Ac-- Þ 
cept him then this moment, as of- 
fer'd in the Goſpel, and he is yours, 
and you his. Blow the ſparks of 
Love, to ſo lovely a Saviour, who- 


has loved you ſo dearly : From him 
let your Love deſcend to all your 


Chriſtian Brethren, for you have not 
a clearer Mark in your Bible of a 
ſafe and happy State, than that gives 
you. Read carefully and often, the 
three laſt Chapters of St. John's iſt 
Epiſtle. There you'll find the Love 
of God, a Proof of the Love of your 


Chriſtian Brother, and the Love of 


your Brother, a Proof of the Love 
of God: They can't be ſeparated,. 
but ever go together. Now if you: 
find Love to your Brother as holy, 
and bearing the Image of God, you 
have a Proof you love God, whom 
yon have not ſeen, in thus loving your 
Brother, whom yon have ſeen.. Here 
lies the Life and Comfort of the 
Mark, and not becauſe he is of your 
Perſuaſion, for that may ſpring from 

| mere: 
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12 Directions to an 
mere Self. love, becauſe he follows: 
your Way and Opinion: But when 
a Love of Purity and Holineſs at- 
tracts your Heart, it's a never failing 
Rule. 

P. I hope I begin to feel ſome- 
| thing of Love to all good Men as 
ſuch, tho' I have been hot and fu- 
rious for a Party: And now beg of 
God, to help me to do it better. 
You told me if 1 ardently defir'd 
Chriſt, and accepted Him, he was 
mine. What mean thole Expreſfi- 
ons, I meet with often in the Scrip- 
tures, of coming to Chriſt, & ar. 
Kio being in Him? 

G. They ſignifie much the ſame 
Thing, which is a true Faith in Him, 
and Reliance upon Him alone for 
Salvation. Turn to Joh. i. 12. and 
vou' UI find receiving Chriſt, is believing. 
an Him. 

P. What Faith is faving, for I 


find all is not? Will Faith make me 


Born again, and fit me for entring into 
the Ningdom of God? 


G. All Faith is not ſaving, for 


Devils and wicked Men believe and 
tremble. True ſaving Faith will make 
bao oo” hor ONE TOR you own: 

110 . 
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Awafen'd Conſcience. 13 

s. Salvation, the principal Care of your 

n ite, to prefer them to every thing, 

— and to att ſome Way agreeably.. 

g ou read in the New Teſtament of 
| partaking of the Divine Nature, of Rege- 


8 ration, or the new Birth, of a nem 
8 Creature, of Converſion, and ſome more 
2 Ex preſſions of the like Nature. Now 


f tho' theſe may differ ſomewhat in 
A Propriety of Speech, yet they mean. 
4 the ſame Thing, ard imply a great. 
8 Change of Heart and Life. If any 


4 Man be in Chriſt, he is à nem Creature: 
7 Old things are paſt away, all things are 
7 become new, 2 Cor. v. 17. Thus a 


State of Nature and Wrath is turn'd, 
> into a State of Grace and Favour 
. with God: The Power of Sin is 
1 broken, and the Soul begins to bring 
+ forth Fruit to God. If you wou'd, 
4 take a View of this new Creature at 

full length, 38 may ſee it by com- 
1 paring the following Texts. Gal. vi. 
e t5. Circumciſion avails nothing, nor Un- 
o | circumciſion, but a new Creature. The 
ſame Words are us'd, Chap. v. 6. with 
this Alteration only, — but faith, which, 
worketh by love. The ſame Expreſ- 
{jon is again uſed with this Variation, 
1 Cor. vii. 19. — but the keeping of the. 
— | Com- 
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SGraces make the Heart pure, and 
the Converſation holy. Thus you 
may come to know the State of your 


that Faith, mention'd Gal. v. 6. Read. 
the Epiſtle to the Romans, and you'll 


Commands of God. Turn now to theſe 
Paſfaves, and confider them well, and 
that Phraſe in two of them, For in 
Chriſt Jeſus, &c. and you'll find the 
new Creature to confift chiefly in 
Faith and Love, in the Heart, and 
Obedience in Life and Actions: Theſe 


own Soul, that if bad, you may 
amend it; if good, to take the Com- 
fort of it. Thus are you born again 


2 Faith, that unites the Soul to 
h 


riſt: and thus are you prepared 
for the Kingdom of God. 

P. By this Diſcourſe, I better ap- 
prehend what it is to be born again; 
the very Thing that firſt alarm'd. 
my Fears, and heavily oppreſs'd my 
Mind, Suppoſe now I ſhould die, 
before I Rad Time to expreſs my 
Eove to God by a purer Obedience, 
wou'd the Exerciſe of the Faith, 
you make a great Part of the new 
Creature, by the Texts you quoted, 
prove an effeckual Means to ſave me? 
6. Undoubtedly it wou'd: I mean 


\ 
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Awaken'd Conference. En 13 9 
ſcarce paſs one Chapter, but what 
expreſſes the Power of this Faith to 
juſtifie and ſave, particularly the 
Beginning of the 5th Chapter. And 
indeed it's the great Thing recom- 
mended throughout the New Tefta- 
ment. Thus the Thief on the Crofs 
was converted and ſav'd in the Com- 
paſs of a few Minutes. Some in the 
Primitive Times, juſt after the Pro- 
feſſion of the Chriſtian Faith, were 
baptiz'd with their own Blood: No. 
ſooner did they enter the Church 
here, but they were prefently put to- 
Death, and ſo were tranflated to: 
that above. God can pals this great 


Work on the Soul, that uſually is 


the Work of Time, in a few Mo- 
ments. His Power can effect this 
mighty Change, not only ſuddenly, 
but on the moſt obftinate Temper, 
and moſt unprepared Heart, for it's 
boundlefs and uncontroulable : Great 
and leſs Difficulties fall alike pro- 
rate before it. | 
P. The Examples you produce, 
are of an extraordinary Nature, and 
do indeed expreſs the matchleſs. 
Power, and Mercy of God, in a ſur- 
priſing Manner; but are very 9 
| me. 
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Theſe happen'd at ſpecial Seaſons, 
and on very peculiar Occaſions, that 
ſeldom or never can happen again. 
God's uſual Way of Providence in 
this Kind, is quite otherwiſe, for 
commonly he brings about thele 
great Matters gradually, by ſlower 
Methods: And ſuch a wretched 
Creature as I am, can't expect God 
to ſtep out of his common Methods, 
to indulge an obſtinate, conceited, 
Phariſee. 

G. Humility ever invites God's 
Mercy, and if your Heart keep pace 
with your Tongue, you truly expreſs. 
grant the Inſtances given to 
be extraordinary, but withal they 
may convince you, God works as he 
pleaſes. I don't ſuppole the Begin- 
rings of your Converſion to be ſud- 
den, but a long preparative Work, 
tho” you han't obſerved it, to go 
before it. After due awakening and 
Humiliation, God has brought you 
to a high, Eſteem of Chriſt, and 
ardent Deſires after him. Your Faith 


now embracing him, puts you into 


Poſſeſſion of him, tho' at preſent 
you can't take. the Comfort of ſo 
; happy 
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Awaken*d: Conſciente. 17 
* | happy a State. God will own his 
Work on the Heart of every true 
Convert. Truly to believe in Chriſt, 
is. the great Thing God requires of 
us, John 111. 18. Jeſus therefore, in 
Anſwer tq the Jews, who ask'd him, 
how they might work the Works of 
| God, told them, John vi. 28, 29. The 
. is the Work of God, that you believe on 
; him whom he hath ſent. This Act 
tranſlates you from Death to Life, 
| There are Babes in Chriſt, 1 Cor. iii. 1. 
as well as thoſe more grown Chri- 
ſtians, deſcribed. in their various Or- 
ders, 1 John ii. 12, 13. Now a Babe 
has Life in it, as well as Perſons of 
greater Maturity, tho it be new 
born. Tis the ſame in the ſpiritual 
Birth and Growth. Tis like pretious 
faith, 2 Pet. i. 1. in all of them, to 
all ſaving Purpoſes, tho' not in the 
fame Degree of Strength. I hope 
you have the Qualification ſpoken by 
St. Peter, 1 Pet. ii. 1. As 4 new born 
Babe, to deſire the ſincere 7Aiulk of the 
Word, that ye may grow thereby. There 
can't be Growth without Life, and 
if you are alive to God, it's by his 
quickning Spirit; then, tho' but a 
Babe, the ſpiritual Life is in you, 
on and 


18 Diractions to an 
and if you die in that State, you'll 
be happy. Comfort your ſelf by 
theſe Conclufions ſo very encouraging. 

P. I hope I do love the Word of 
God, and deſire Grace, and Growth 
in it, but feel too little the Effects 
of it. What you ſay is very com- 
fortable, could 1 apply it, as gladly 
I wou'd, for I dread the Thoughts 
of being miſerable for ever; and l 
hang but by this brittle Thread of 
Life over the Pit of Deſtruction in 
my own Thoughts, that terriſie me 
exceedingly. Could I hope the Work 
of Grace was truly begun in my Soul, 
and advancing, 1 ſhould begin to 


hope. I am convinced true Faith 


would ſave me, but I have Reaſon 
to queſtion mine, it's fo weak and 
unſtable. Some ſay juſtifying Faith 
conſiſts in the Attainment of an emi- 
nent Degree of it, that conſtitutes it 
faving : Now I am conſcious to my 
felf mine is very little, and wa- 
vering. | 
6. I infiſt longer on theſe Things, 
on Purpoſe to calm your Mind, which 
ſee is too much rufled. Were that 
pacified, you would ſee Things clear- 
er, and be fitted for ſome Duties 
you 
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you now' can't eaſily perform. The 
Enemy, who once kept you ſleeping, 
now you are fully awake, does all 
he can to torment and diſcourage 
you, and tho? by different Methods, 
drives on ſtill the ſame pernicious 
Deſign. I told you true ſaving Faith 
muſt be the prevailing. Principle in 
Heart and Life. The firſt you ex- 
preſs by declzring you value Chrift - 
jo above all Things: As to the 
atter, 1 hope God will give you 
Time to manifeſt that to the World, 
and farther to your own Conſcience 
by a holy Life. However that hap- 

labour to pacify your Mind 


with the Senfe of your prefent At- 


tainment, thank God heartily for it, 
avd truſt in him for Puturity, and 
beg of him to carry on the good 
Work begun, and finiſh it, for Peace 
will ſpring up under ſuch a Frame 
of Spirit gradually. Whoever told 
you juſtifying Faith confiſted in high 
Degrees of it, ſaid more than he 
can prove from the Word of God, 
and ated very uncharitably, in de- 
ſtroying the Hopes of all weaker 
Chriſtians, as far as the Authority 
of his Opinions cou'd Advance. Re- 
| collect 
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collect and ponder the Text I quoted 
about Babes in Chriſt : The obtaining 


20 


like precious Faith with St. Peter, tho 


not to be compar'd with his tor 
Strength, yet for ſaving Purpoſes, ef- 
fectual. Conſider with what tender- 
neſs St. Paul ſpeaks of weak Hands 
and feeble Knees, Heb. xii. 12, 13. 
Above all, let the compaſſionate Ex- 
preſlions of your dear Lord comfort 
you, who conjur'd St. Peter to take 


care of his Lambs, as well as of his 
Sheep, Joh. xxi. 15, 16. Add the Pro- 


phet Haiab's Predictions of him, in 
his lenity to the weak, A bruiſed 
Reed will he not break, nor quench the 
ſmoking Flax, Chap. xlii. 3. Remember 
receiving Chriſt is belicving on Him: 
Now a weak Hand may receive a 


Gift, a Jewel, as well as a ſtron 


one, tho' it can't hold it ſo faſt. 

P. I begin to take ſome comfort 
from what you have ſaid ; but don't 
this Doctrine look like that, which 


cries up Faith to the Prejudice of 
good Works? 


6. By no means: For we have 
been diſcourſing of the firſt Rudi- 


ments, or beginnings of the ſpiritu- 


al Life in the Soul, eſpecially of poo 


Efficacy of real Faith for Salvation, 
tho' the Man live not to evidence 
it by a pious Converſation. If you 
live therefore, you muſt make it 
your great Buſineſs to abound in the 
Fruits of Righteouſneſs, and multi- 
ply good Works, and ſo adorn the 
Dofrine of God your Saviour in all 
Things, There is ſuch a Doctrine as 
you mention, Abroad in the World, 
and I'm glad to find you cautious of 
it, for it's like that of the Nicolai- 
tans in primitive Times, the Nurſe- 
ry of all Wickedneſs. He muſt be 
a very ill diſpos'd Perſon, or ſtrange- 
ly infatuated, who can believe it, 
while the whole Current of the Scrip- 
tures runs ſtrongly againſt it. *Twas 
the very end of Chriſt's coming into 
the World, and dying for us, To re- 
deem us from all Iniquity, and purify to 
himſelf a peculiar People zealous of good 
Works, Tit. ii. 14. This then is a 
great part of our Salvation, as well 
as Deliverance from Wrath and Hell. 
Again, Chap. 11. 8. This is a faithful 
ſaying, and theſe Things I will that thou 
affirm conſtantly, that they who have 
believed in God, might be careful to 
maintain good Works, The ſame is 


urg'd 
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urg'd once more, Ver. 14. The Faith 
of God's Eleft, and the acknowledging 
of the Truth which is after Godlineſs, 
Tit. 1. 1. are joyn'd together. St. 
James puts a final Period to all Pleas 
for this wicked Opinion, wou'd Men 
leave tricking, and ſubmit to the 
plain Evidence of Truth, Chap. 11. 
14. tO End. DS 

P. Pm ſatisfied as to this Matter, 
and fear I fell too much into the 
contrary Extream, in laying too 
great a ſtreſs on the few good 
Works I perform'd, and thoſe too 
miſerably imperfe&. I can't but 
wonder at my paſt Folly, when I 
recollect what broken Reeds I truſt- 
ed to. Truly the Hypocrite's Hope 
18 as the Spider's Web. I heartily 
thank God for making me ſee my 
Error before it's quite too late. 

G. I'm glad to find you have this 
juſt Senſe of Things, and that you 
expreſs your Gratitude to God ſo 
kindly, who only cou'd bring you 
out of ſuch thick Darkneſs, If your 
Duties had been ſincerely perform'd, 


your truſting in them, wou'd have 


Is loſt you the Benefit of them. There's 
no Proportion between our Doings, 
| | and 
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Awaten d Conſcience. 23 ä 
and Sufferings, and eternal Life. The 
Wages of Sin is Death, but the Gift of 
God is eternal Life, thro' Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord, Rom. vi. 23. Sin properly me- 
rits Deſtruction, but whoever has 
eternal Life, muſt receive it as a 
free Gitt, or go without it. No Crea- 
ture can merit any thing of his 
Maker, in the ſtrick Senſe of the 
Word, he receiving all his Powers 
and Capacity of ſerving him from 
his free Bounty ; and therefore by 
the Laws of his Creation is indiſ- 
penſably bound to ſerve, and honour 
him while he has a Being. The 
bleſſed Angels never did, nor can Me- 
rit by their ſtrict Obedience to God. 
What then can poor finful Man 
pretend to, whoſe beſt Services are 
blemiſh'd by Sin? Did we ſeriouſly 
conſider what it is to live with God 
for ever, we ſhou'd abhor the firſt 
riſing of any ſuch proud Thought 
in our Minds, eſpecially if we re- 
fle& on the Multitude of our Sins. 
But to encourage good Works, God 
of his boundleſs Mercy has graci-. 
ouſly promis'd to Reward them, tho? 
the beſt of them be very imperfect, 
purely for the ſake of Jeſus Co 
thro) 
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thro' whom alone they are aecept- 
able, Mat. xxv. 34. to end, gives 
you an Inventory of them. Follow 
then this ſafe and ſure Rule, that 
will never deceive you. Live as 


.* Holy as if you was to be juſtiſied 


: by your own Works, and when 

© you have done your beſt ſay as 
© Chriſt has taught you, That you 
are but an unprofitable Servant, Luke 


XVii. 10. Remember Humility can't 


hurt you, nor loſe you one flower 
out of your Crown, but Pride and 
Preſumption may utterly undo you. 
At prelent, it may be, you may ea- 


ſily fall in with this Opinion, but 


hereafter you may forget yourſelf, 
if not very circumſpett, eſpecially 
if you think you improve much in 
Religion. To make high Attain- 
ments in this kind, and not to de- 
pend upon them, is much harder 
than you can imagine, till you try. 
To do and ſuffer moſt for Jeſus, and 


ſ | then entirely to depend upon his Me- 


rits for Salvation, 1s the nobleſt Per- 
fection a Chriſtian can attain to in 
this Life. The Exerciſe of Faith 


and Humility are eminent in ſuch 
an Inſtance, and our Lord ſignally 
| COIN- 
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commended, and rewarded thoſe 
IGraces on all Occaſions. See it in 
the Inſtance of the Centurion, Luke 
7. to 10th Ver. and that of the Wo- 
man of Canaan, Mat. xv. 22. to 29th 
Ver. Pll add no more at preſent on 
this Subject, hoping for a more fit 
Occaſion hereafter, 

P. At preſent I have a full Senſe 
of this Truth, and ſhall endeavour 
to improve the Hint you give me 
for future Caution, I have ſtill ſome 
important Points, I want your Afli- 
ſtance better to underſtand, and 
rightly to practiſe. They relate 
chiefly to the Graces of the Holy 
Spirit, and the Regularity of Life 
and Converſation. In ſhort, I wou'd 
know how to improve them for a 
comfortable Communion with God, 
and Exerciſe them for his Glory in 
a Chriſtian Behaviour to all Men. 
Theſe Graces make the Heart Holy, 
] ſuppoſe, and when drawn into Aﬀi- _ 
on in the Life, make that ſo, and 
thus united, compleat that Holineſs, 
without which none ſhall ſee Gcd, Heb. 
xii. 14+ You have talk'd of Faith, as 
the prime part of the new Birth, but 
you have ſaid little of other Graces, 
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and nothing of Repentance, always 
introductory to that great change. 
G. I did not touch upon Repen- 
tance as I wou'd, had you been a 
profligate Libertine. Need enough 
you had for the Exerciſe of it, but 
I found you had atted one part of 
it, and was 1n a fair way to the other. 
God has humbled you by Terrors of 
Conſcience, and I hope you begin to 
humble yourſelf before Him in a 
kindly manner, from a true Senle, 
how injuriouſly you have acted to- 
wards a kind God, who might juſtly 
have deſtroy'd you for your ſottiſh 
Security, and Formality in Religion. 
As you gain more Knowledge of God, 
and yourlelf, and feel Peace in your 
Soul, you'll melt ſtill more kindly 
into Sorrow for Sin, but Joy will 
ſpring with thoſe Tears, from the 
Hopes of forgiving Mercy. This 1s 
Repentance never to be repented of. 
Labour to bring forth the Fruits of 
it, in ſuch Effects as are deſcrib'd, 
2 Cor, vu. 11. Exert. your Zeal for 
the Lite of Religion in your own 
Soul and others, ſince you have ſo 
long diſhonour'd God, by groſs milſ- 
apprehenſions of it, and formal Pra- 
Kices. 
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ices. I'm glad to find you inquiſi- 
tive about the Vitals of Religion, 
the interiour Graces of the Holy 
Spirit: when they appear in Life 
and Converſation, they render a Per- 
ſon truly Pious and Holy, not only 
in the Sight of Men, but of God 
himſelf. Theſe inward Principles 
make him ack ſincerely for the Glo- 
ry of God, a moſt grateful Sacrifice 
ro' Jelus Chriſt. 

P. I find then my Work was ſcarce 
half done, while Terrors and Hor— 
rors only afflicted me, and had I dy'd 


under them, without farther Pro- 


greſs, my Caſe, I fear, was very ha- 
Zardous. 

G. No better Proof had you for 
your Security, upon ſuch a Suppo- 
ſition, than what the worſt of Men 
have, who die in Fright and Agony, 
But God has carry'd on his Work in 
your Soul much farther, to a Ha- 
tred of your paſt miſconduct, and an 
ingenuous Concern for diſhonouring 


Him, and a great Eſteem for Chriſt, 


a defire ardent after Him, and ſome 
repole upon Him. The near Ap- 
proaches of Death don't terrify you ; 
you ſee Time before you: Your Con- 
C 2 


dit ion 


N ö * - x" l N 22 : U 4 an 1 = 
3 ee en : | 
* 
* 


28 Directions to an 


dition therefore ſeems very promi- 
ſing. 


P. What are thoſe Graces of the 


Holy Spirit, that fo powerfully 
change the Heart, as to make a Man 
act uprightly and ſincerely before 

God? | 
G. They are principally theſe 
T hree, Faith, Hope, and Charity, de- 
ſcrib'd I Cor. X111. 13. Faith is the 
firſt born Grace of the Soul, and the 
laſt exercis'd in this World, that in- 
fuſes Life and Vigour into all the 
reſt. Hope 1s the Anchor of the 
Soul, to ſtay it in all the Storms, the 
toſſing Tryals of Life. Love firſt 
alcends to God, then deſcends to all 
Men, eſpecially to our Chriſtian Bre- 
thren. This Grace makes all Duties 
eaſy and acceptable, and has the Pre- 
ference to all the reſt, becauſe it en- 
| dures for ever. Other Graces there 
are, that ſeem more immediately to 
relate to our Conduct to Men, ſuch 
as thoſe mention'd Gal. v. 22, 23. 
calPd the Fruits of the Spirit: Love, 
Joy, Peace, Long ſulſfering, Gentleneſs, 
Goodneſs, Faith, "Meckneſs, Temperance. 
T hele are put in oppoſition to thoſe 
Vices expreis'd juſt before them, 
call d, 
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calld, The Works of the Fleſh, Ver. 19, 


20, 21. very miſchievous to Man- 
kind. Love there 1s, that to Men: 
Joy imports a cheerful Chriſtian Tem- 
per: Peace, a peaceable diſpoſition, in 
oppoſition to Strife and Contention : 
Ton- ſuffering, forbearance under Aft- 
fronts and Injuries: Gentlcneſs, de- 
notes affability and courteoulnels : 
Goodneſs, a readineſs to perform kind 
Ofhces: Faith, fidelity to Word or 
Promile, and in Bargains : Meekneſs, 
a calm diſpoſition under Provocati- 
ons: Temeperance may include Chaſti- 
ty. Theſe are the inwrought Work 
of the Spirit on the Soul of Man, 
and when drawn into Life and Con- 
verlation, render Religion very love- 
ly in the View of all who behold it. 
Theſe are the ſecret Springs of the 
ſpiritual Life, that make all go on 
regularly in the outward Behaviour. 
Comply then with every good Moti- 
on of the Holy Spirit, and beſeech 
Him to refreſh and enliven his Work 
ou your Heart. 

P. Theſe Graces then, I perceive, 
are the Vitals of the new Creature, 
and a Holy uſeful Life, is the genu— 
ine Effect of them. I feel little of 


3 them 


4 
3 

; 

3-4 

bv 
+. of 
. *1 

: 

: 
1,0 
1 
* „ 
. 
. 

: 

*. 


— EY 
n 


— en — IATRIAG Un 
1 — _ — — ge 
A - ES To eB ——— — 
r ro I CAA et on CE BA. 
— 


30 Directions to an 


them in my own Soul at preſent. In 
your Diſcourſe of the rew Birth, you 
did not mention theſe Graces, but 
talk'd much of Faith, as if that 
gave the finiſhing Stroke to it. 

G. I did lay great Streſs upon it, 
becaule it's the firſt Breath drawn 
by a new born Babe in Chriſt, and is 
a ſure Proof of the ſpiritual Life. 
When Faith is wrought in the Soul 
by the Holy Spirit, all the other 
Graces were infus'd at the ſame time. 
Tho' Faith firſt ſtir d, and mov'd in 
the Soul, all the Rudiments of the 
reſt were in it at the ſame time. 

/ hatever God does in Nature, he 
ſuffers no Infant in Grace to be born 
imperfect: Of Chriſt's fulneſs have 


we all received Grace for Grace, John 1. 


16. Theſe Graces are not perceiv'd 


at firſt, but gradually appear as a 
Child of Grace grows up, and Oc- 
caſions offer to exerciſe them. It 
Mou'd now be your great Care to 
draw thele into Operation at al] pro- 
per Seaſons, and that Exercile will 
give you a comfortable Proof that 
you poſſeſs them. 

P. Then will I inceſſantly pray for 


the Holy Spirit to aſſiſt me in this 


great 
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great ſupernatural Work, for with- 


out his Aid, I ſhall make ſorry work 
of it. I muſt be beholden to Him, 
not only for the Infuſion of Grace at 
Converſion, but ever after for the 
Exerciſe and Improvement, for Chriſt 
tells me, Without Him I can do no- 
thing, John xv. 5. And what Chriſt 
does in me, he does by his Spirit. 

G. Act as you fay, and all will do 
well. God has no ſtill-born Chil- 
dren: They come praying into the 
World, as natural Children do cry- 
ing. If you pray heartily, you have 
the Character of your Adoption. 
This was one of the firſt Fruits of || 
St. Paul's Converſion For behold RF 
he prayeth, Act. ix. 11. As by your 
own Confeflion, you have acknow- 
ledg'd, you have been very Hypo- 
critical in the Worſhip of God, re— 
double now your Diligence to be 
hearty in it, eſpecially in that vital 
part of it, Prayer. Get your Soul 
more fully into the Duty, and re- 
member, deſire is only Prayer before 
God. Chafe then your Soul into 
ardent Wiſhes after thoſe great 
Things you ask of God. If thus 
your Heart be prepar'd to ſeek him, 

G 4 | Pi. 
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P/. x. 17. you'll find his Ear open to 
your Requeſts, eſpecially for ſpiri- 
tual Mercies.  - - | 
P. FI. endeavour to be more ſpi— 
ritua! in Duty, as God ſhall inable 
me. But before we quit this noble 
Subject, give me leave to ask a Proof 
from Scripture of the Truth and 
Reality of theſe three ſaving Graces, 
Faith, Hope and Charity, that I may 
take the comfort of them. | 

G. Turn to 1 Theſ. Ch. 1. 3. and 
you'll find the Proof of them in a 
ſhort compaſs: The Work of Faith, 
the Labour of Love, and Patience of 
Hope. To abound then in good 
Works, and Labour for the Glory 
of Chriſt, and patiently to bear hard 
Tryals here, are clear Evidences 
theſe Graces are truly in us. Pati- 
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expreſſes a high Degree 

P. J acquieſce in theſe 
Deſcriptions you give me. Some [ 
find place the Love of God in the 
Movement of the Paſſions, and the 
flow of the Aflections. Since it's a 
Grace 
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Grace of ſuch Importance, and when 


genuine, includes the Love of our 
Neighbour, and our Lord aſſuring us, 
on theſe two Commands hang all the 
Law and the Prophets, Mat. xx11. 40. 
They being the Foundation of the 
Duties of both Tables, the very Life 
2nd Soul of all we can perform to 
God or Man: Things ſtanding thus, 
can't but wonder to find ſo many 
calld Chriſtians, ſo little to mind 
thele weighty Matters, but to buſy 
themſelves much about Party and 
Faction, and other trivial | hings, 
that relate little to the Eſſence of 
Religion. 

G. Whatever flowings of the Love 
of God in the Heart ſometimes may 
be felt, yet the ſolid Proof of it 
conſiſts mainly in an abiding Eſteem 
of Him above all Things in the 
Soul, and on all fit Occaſions acting 
accordingly, Luke xiv. 33. Chriſt him- 
{elf puts it on our Choice and Fudg- 


ment in cleaving to Him, more than 


on the Affections, tho' very precious 


and deſireable on many Accounts. 


The reaſon why ſo many Profeſſors 
ſo ſadly overlook Love, the weighty 
Thing of God's Law, and admire: 

> WM Trifles,, 
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Trifles, is, becauſe they don't feri- 
oully read and couſider the Scrip- 
tures. They att as if they had turn'd 
down ſome Leaves in their Bible, re— 
ſolving never to Read Mat. 22. nor 
1 Cor. Chap. 13. did they ſeriouſly 
conſult them, and many more Pal- 
{ages in Holy Writ, I am confident, 
they would make their Hearts ake, 
and cauſe them to purſue new Mea- 
ſu: es, 
P. I ſuppoſe you have mention'd 
moſt of the Graces of the Bleiſed 
Spirit: What I wou'd beg farther 
of you is, to Inſtrudt me how to 
draw them into Action, that I may 
glorify God by a Chriſtian Conver— 
lation, that I may give the World 
and my own Conlcience a Proof of 
the Grace of God in me; that 1 
may ſome way be the Light of the 
Morld, and the Salt of the Earth, by 
my good Actions and Diſcourſes, as 
all God's Children more or lels are, 
according to their various Capac1- 
ties and Stations : That my Light may 
fo ſhine before Men, that others ſecing 
my good Works, may glorifie my hea- 
venly Father. But that I may begin 
at the right End of my Buſlivets, I 
Uitreat 


Awalenꝰd Conſcience, 357 
intreat you to give me ſome ſhort. 
Rules how to conduct mylelt to- 
ward God. 
G. Endeavour to- keep a hvely- 
Senſe of God in your Soul: To hve 
daily in his Fear, is the Way to die 
in his Favour. Keep your Faith in 
Exerciſe, by a ſerious Contempla-- 
tion of God's Works of Creation and. 
Providence, above all, by frequently 
reading and digeſting his holy Word.. 
Nourith Love to God and Chriſt, by. 
reflecting on theirs to you, eſpecial- 
ly on thoſe peculiar Favours, and in- 
* | dulgent Providences vouchſafed you: 
Thus as Fire begets Fire, Love. will 
Love: Thoſe Endearments rightly 
conſider'd, will blow the ſpark of 
Love into a Flame. Theſe two Ca- 
pital Graces kept up in Vigour, will. 
give Life and Spirit to all the reſt. 
Attend the publick Worſhip of 
God, in all the Offices of his Church. . 
Keep ſtrictly the Chriſtian Sabbath, 
devote the whole Day to the Ser- 
vice of God and your Soul. Sing 
Pſalms and Hymns in Commemora--. 
tion of the great Works of Creation 
and Redemption. Loſe no fit Op- 
portunity of renewing your Cove 
nant „ 
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nant, at the Table of our Lord. 
Morning ard Evening every Day, 
call upon God in Family Worſhip. 
You receive common Mercies toge- 
ther, acknowledge them joyntly, and 
beg the continuance of them. Be 
much in Cloſet Prayer, elpecially 
Morning and Evening. Labour to 
be more fpiritual in all theſe Ap- 
proaches to God: Keep your Heart 
diligently, deſign Communion with 
God 1n all theſe Duties, that your 
Heart may grow more pure, and 


Ends in Hearing, Praying, and re- 
ceiving the Holy Communion, be, 
that you may know God's Will in 
crder to do it, to receive Grace, to 
mortify Corruptions, vanquiſh Temp- 
tations, to glorify God in the whole 
= courſe of Life, ſo finally to prove 
= faithful. All this, and nothing leſs 
= ſou'd be your Aim and Deſign in 
all your Approaches to God, or 
= they'll prove but a dull, formal 
= Round of Performances, that will 
bring no Honour to God, nor Com- 
fort to your own Soul. Theſe 
Wﬆ Rules I heartily recommend to your 
W Obſervation, and continue Practice, 
1 as 


your Life more Holy. Let your 
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as to the more immediate Tranſ- 
actions of Piety and Devotion be- 

tween God and your own Soul. I | 
might multiply more, but Time per- 
mits not, ſo leave the reſt to your 
own Chriſtian Prudence, and the Aſ- 
ſiſtance of the Bleſſed Spirit, who 
will help you to collect proper Ad- 
vice from the Holy Scriptures, if 
you ſeek to Him, and depend hum- 
bly upon Him. 

P. Oh, how counter to all this, 
has been the greateſt Part of my 
paſt careleſs Life! God forgive me, 
and make me thankful, for this new 
Sight and Senſe of Things, and help 
me conſcientiouſly to 1mprove all 
the Helps he ſends me. Pray give 
me ſome Directions now, as I de- 
ſir'd you, how I may skilfully mul- 
tiply Fruits of Righteouſneſs, and 
abound in good Works in Life and 
Converſation, to the Glory of God, 
the Edification of others, and the 
Comfort of my own Soul. 

G. This enters me into a wide 
Field of Diſcourſe, that I cannot 
purſue as I could wiſh, therefore 
will touch Things as I can. 


Con- 
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Conſider well then the different 


Stations and Relations of Life, and 


what God's Providence has let you 
in. Endeavour faithtully to fill them 
up with proper Duty, according to 
the Capacity God has given you, 
purely out of Reſpett to his Autho- 
rity that enjoyns it, ſo as to otter 
Him a pure Obedience, moſt grate- 
ful to Him. God expetts a Per- 
formance of Relative Duties from 
Him who fits on the Throne, to 
him who grinds at the Mill; "and 
much of Religion conſiſts in a due 
Diſcharge of them, and very much 
adorns its Profeſſion. A good Chri- 
ſtian, is a good Prince, a good Sub- 
5 jekt, a good Magiſtrate, a good Mi- 


niſter, a good Husband, a good Wife, 


= 2 good Parent, a good Child, a good 
= Maſter, a good Servant: And all 
= this for God's Sake, in deference to 
his Command. In many of the Epi- 
ſtles we have a ſhort Summary of 


relative Duties, that ſhews their Im- 
pportance, ſo require our ſtrict Re- 


gard. Read Eph. v. Ver. 21. to End, 
Chap. 6. to 1oth Ver. Col. iii. 18. to 
= Ver. 2d of 4th Chap. There you'll ſee 
how hole of the loweſt Rauk, even 
i | Ser- 
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Servants, may exceedingly glorify 
God : *Tis not the height of Sta- 
tion thet God regards, but faithful- 
nels in it, tho' never ſo mean. The 
Gitt of Grace, to be faithful to 
God in the loweſt Capacity, far ex- 
ceeds the common Gifts ot Nature 
and Providence in the higheſt. To 
make no Conſcience then of theſe 
Duties, argues the Mans a Hypo- 
crite, for this plain Realon, becauſe 
he is partial i in his Obedience, Jam. ii. 
10. and regards not the Extent of 
his Duty to all God's Commands. 

P. At this wretched Rate have I 
acted: For tho' I often read and 
heard the Text quoted, I little 
minded them, and ſeldom practis'd 
any of the Duties, and when I did, 
I tear I ated from wrong Princi- 
ples, and for by-Ends. Natural Af- 
lection, good Temper, perſuaded me 
to ſome Compliances, to pleaſe my 
own Humour, but leldom, if ever, 
acted I, iu relpect to God's Autho- 
rity commanding, or to pleaſe and 
honour him: So that generally I 
acted heedleily, merely for Self- gra- 
tification. Pray go on, and inform 

me 
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me farther, how I ſhould improve 
Time and Lite. 

G. Endeavour as much as may be, 
to bring God into your ordivary 
Converſation. Labour to ſanuctify 
Him in your Thoughts, and to de- 
fign his Glory in the common Acti— 
ons of Life: Let Intentions of ho. 
nouring Him run like a Thread, 
thro' the whole Courſe of your or 
dinary Affairs, and even thro' your 
innocent Recreations and Enjoy ments. 
This will prove a happy Meaus of 
ſanctifying your common Actions, of 
engaging God to co- operate with 
you, to proſper your Attempts, and 

ine upon you with Comfort. This 
is not ſo impoſſible a Task, as you 
may at firſt imagine: Repeated Acts 
vill make it grow familiar, by de- 
| grees eaſy, at length pleaſant, thro? 
God's gracious Afliſtance ; ſo what 
you thought a Task, will finally prove 
a Pleaſure. The Royal Prophet, ſet 
God always before Him: Solomon bids 
us, In all our Ways to acknowledge Him: 


if And St. Paul's Rule is, Whether there- 


fore ye Eat, or Drink, or whatſoever ye 


d, Jo all to the-Glory of God, 1 Cor. 
k. 31. A ſtrict and comprehenſive In- 


junction 
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junct ion laid upon us, that we ſhould 
ſtrive to conform to. Theſe cont1- 
nued Converſes with God, made the 
Holy Patriarchs arrive at ſo eminent 
a degree of Piety, for which they 
are ſo fam'd in Scripture, This is 
walking with God like Enoch, and in 
St. Paul's Phraſe, to walk in the Spi- 
rit : If we live in the Spirit, let us alſo 
walk in the Spirit, Gal. v. 25. And 
whoever purſues this Method, will 
find the Conſolations of the Spirit, 
that will abundantly recompence his 
Pains. Thus the Soul gets a Habit 
of turning itſelf to God on all Oc- 


caſions: And as a {mall Helm turns 


about a large Ship, thus by this ſa- 
cred Intention of bringing God into 
our natural and civil Affairs, the 
Bulk of the Actions of Life become 
Conſecrated to his Glory. 


P. What ſtrange Notions, alas, 


have I had of Religion all my Days! 
| I perceive I confin'd it too much to 
my Knees, thinking when | had left 
my Cloſet and the Church, I had 
done with God for that Day. I re- 
tain'd ſuch an awe of Him in gene- 
ral, that I fell not often into groſs 
Sins, but I ſeldom, if ever, convers'd 

with 
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with Him in my Thoughts and De- 
ſigns, as you deſcribe the Duty. 


G. This negle& was one great Rea- | 


fon, why you fell into ſo much For- 


mality in God's Worſhip, as you | 
lately acknowledg'd with Grief and 
Shame. Had you kept holy Fire 
on the Altar of your Heart, by pi- ] 
ous Thoughts and Turns of Mind | 


to God, often in a Day, you would 
have found it ready to Blaze, when 
you attempted to ſtir it up in 10- 
lema Approaches to Him. Thele 
intermiſſions, and a Mind fill'd with 
Cares and Diverſions, ſmother'd the 
heavenly Flame, in which your Sa- 
crifices of Prayer and Praiſe ſhould 
have aſcended to God. When a 
Man's Mind is ſet upon any Buſineſs 


he would enterprize, he is ready 


and forward to diſpatch it the firit 
Opportunity, Were we more con— 
cern'd for the ove Thing needſul, the 
Soul's Salvation, our Thoughts would 
run eagerly upon it, ſo our Hearts 
would be fitted for moſt ardent 
Prayer at ſolemn Seaſons. 

P. I ſee my Folly and Failings : 
Had I eſteem'd God's Friendſhip as | 


ought, 1 ſhould have been pleas'd 


with 


— 
3 HR 2 
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with his Company all the Day long. 
My Thoughts purſuing Him, and his 
gracious Communications to me, I 
perceive make up the Converſation. 
Who but ſuch a Fool as I, would 
not think himſelf happy, ſafe, and 
highly honour'd with the conſtant 
| Preſence of ſo powerful, delightful, 
| and glorious a Friend! I fee good 
| Men improve ordinary Things to pi- 
ous Purpoſes, while careleſs, carnal 
Fools, abuſe the beſt to their own 
Prejudice. Pray give me {ome ſhort 
Hints how I may promote this hea- 
venly Converſation? Give me a few 
Inſtances. 

G. Take them then as they fol- 
low: In your Calling therefore be 
diligent, becauſe God requires it. 
Mingle pious Thoughts with world- 
ly Buſineſs: Lift your Heart often 
to Him for Succeſs, to keep you 
from Temptation, to defend you 
from the Growth of a worldly Spi— 
rit. Labour to ſpiritualize the inno- 
cent Refreſhments of Nature: At 
your Meals remember God, who fills 
your Cup and ſpreads your Table: 
See his kind Hand of Providence in 
your Proviſion, as if an inviſible 
Power 
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Power placed it before you: Remem- 


ber He, and He only, in his ter der 


Care, has put this difference between 


you and the Needy. Sweeten your | 


Spirit with ſuch Reflections, and 
while you thus taſte his Love and 
Bounty, you'll be filfd with holy 


Wonder, and be ready ſilently to in- 
This frame of Mind 


dite his Praiſe. 
will reſtrain Senſuality, and make 


you eat and drink for Health, more | 
than to indulge a liquoriſh Appe- | 
tite: And when you think fit to 


gratify a little the Senſes, this Pre- 


| fence of Mind I have recommended, 


will {till hold the Reins of Tempe- 
rance. Thus you may feed Soul 
and Body at once, and glorify God 
in both. In your ſolitary Walks, 
think of God, who walks along with 
you, while you turn your Mind to 
Him. Make occaſional Reflections 
on his Works of Creation and Pro- 
vidence. Remember his kind Care 
over you, in paſt Paſſages of your 
Preſervation: Had not he defended 
you, you had been in no Capact- 
ty of looking back thus in your 


Thoughts, but had been ſleeping in 
the Grave, or Sighing under W 
| On 18 
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His glorious Works of Wonder 
continually face you, recreate your 


Senſes, and they do, or ſhou'd ſolli- 


cit your Reaſon to make ſerious and 
devout Reflections. Center then your 
Contemplations on the grand Jeho- 
vah, whoſe vital Preſence runs thro? 
all, and hike a univerſal Soul, ani- 
mates the whole Creation. Thus as 
Occaſions offer, endeavour to kee 

your Soul on the Wing for this hea- 
venly Employ. Love to God, and 
a true concern for your own Soul, 
invigorated by Faith, will make 
you wile, to multiply more Ways 
of thus ſweetly converſing with 
God. 

P. I thank you for putting me in- 
to this Method, and intend to pur- 
ſue it : But pray how does this bring 
Glory to God; for all this is tranſ- 
acted more immediately between God 
and my own Soul? When I conſult- 
ed you about good Works, I expe- 
cted an Inventory of ſuch as might 
appear viſible to the World, to en- 
courage others to imitate them, and 
to demonſtrate the Power and Effi- 
cacy of Piety within, by outward 
Acts, ſuch as Alms-Deeds, cc. 

G. Tis 
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6. Tis eaſy to conceive, what in- 
fluence Communion with God, in 
that manner we have diſcours'd of, 
muſt have upon good Works. It's 
like Oil to the Wheels, to put the 
Soul in Motion, to multiply Acts, 
honouring God and Religion. Such 
frequent Converſes with him, will 
warm the Heart with Love, and 


ren tet Ora 


make the Soul ſagacious by a divine | 


Inſtinct, to contrive and execute good 
Actions, conducing to God's Glory. 
It you built Hoſpitals and Alms— 
houſes for the Helpleſs and Neceſſi- 
tous, and true Chriſtian Charity did 
not animate the Deſign, ſuch pom- 
pous Actions might glitter in the 
Eyes of the World, but God would 
not accept them. Nay, tho' you 


gave all your Goods to the Poor, and 
your Body to be burnd, and kad: not 


Charity, it would profit you nothing, 
1 Cor. Xiii. 3. This Love of God and 
Man, 1s the Life and Soul of every 
good Action: Without it, the moſt 


ſplendid are but as a dead Carcaſs 


in the Sight of God. Can you then 
ſtand polileſt of the vital Principle 
within, and be at a loſs for the ex- 


teriour A&? Can you ſtand in the 


Open 


* 3x 8 
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me truly Religious in the Sight of 
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open Sun, and complain for want of 


Light and Heat? Undoubtedly if 
the Heart be thus graciouſly diſ- 
pos'd, it will put the outward Con- 
verſation into a regular Motion: As 
the Springs and Wheels of a Watch 
rightly ſet in Order, will cauſe a re- 
gular Movement of the Index on the 
exteriour Part. 

P. I am now fully convinc'd of 
the Neceſſity of an inward vital 
Principle, to direct Actions to the 
Glory of God, in the ſecret Inten- 
tions of the Heart, to denominate 


God: But, alas, I am conſcious to 
my ſelf, that I have little of this in- 
teriour Principle in my Soul, ſo muſt 
needs want skill to multiply good 
Works. I am in no Capacity to re- 
lieve the Poor at that expenſive 
Rate you expreſs. I am content 
with the little I have, and wou'd 
do good with the ſame. 

G. Pride and Conceit, 1s no fign of 
Grace in the Heart, but Humility 
certainly 1s: You have not the leſs, 
for thinking you have ſo little. Im- 
prove what you have, and eren 
beg. of God more, and all will do 


well. 


48 Directions to an 
well. God gives ſome Ability, where 
he has bleſs'd any with Integrity. 
Aſſure yourſelf, God is no hard Ma- 
ſter, to Reap where he has not Sow'd ! 
If you have but little, give of that 
little heartily, and it ſhall be a 
grateful Sacrifice to God, thro' Jeſus 
Chriſt. The Midom's Mite thus put 
into the Poor's Treaſury, was more 
commended by our Lord, than all 
the coſtly Offerings of the Rich, Mar. 
X11. 41. to the End. Nay, our Bleſ- 
ſed Saviour has brought the Matter 
ſo L, as to promile an excellent 
Reward to ſuch, as give but a Cup of 
Water to any of his, Mar. ix. 41. 
*Tis not then ſo much what you 
give, as how you give; with what 
Heart and Deſign. If you can do 
no more than pity, and pray for 
any ſuch in Diſtreſs, God will ac- 
cept you, and reward you, for he's 
the beſt Pay-maſter in the World, 
who gives great Wages for poor Ser- 
vices. 

Continue to do all the good you 
can to Mankind, eſpecially to ſuch 
as fear and love God. Apply your 
ſelf to all their Wants, in Body, 
Mind, or Eſtate, as far as your Ta- 
lents 
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lents will reach. I can't ſtay to en- 
ter into more Particulars, but muſt 
content myſelf with giving you this 


general View, where you have a vaſt 
compaſs of Duty and Uſefulneſs. 


Let your Diſcourſe be ſerious and 
ſavoury, to ſeaſon others, like Salt: 
Shine by good Actions, ſo be exem- 
plary to others. Study to adorn 
your Chriftian Profeſſion by all Me- 
thods you can deviſe, to render it 
lovely in the Sight of all Men. Sowr- 
neſs, Mo ote.:els, Rudeneſs, ſome 
Mei affect, from ſingularity and 
marks of a Party, are ſo many ble- 
miſhes to diſgrace it. St. Peter bids 
you be courteous, 1 Pet. iii. 8. St. Paul 
adviſes, Whatſoever Things are true, 
whatſoever Things are honeſt, (or vene- 


rable) whatſoever Things are juſt, what- | 


ſoever Things are pure, whatſoever Things 
are lovely, whatſoever Things are of good 


report : If there be any Virtue, and if 


there be any Praiſe, think on theſe Things, 
Philip. iv. 8. If there be any thing 
whereby you may grace and adorn 


_ Chriſtianity, and ſo recommend it 


as amiable to Men, contrive and fall 
in with it. Some Chriſtians are like 


ruff Diamonds, that very much need 


Tek D pol iſh- 
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poliſhing by theſe Conſiderations, 


that wou'd give them their true 
Luſtre. Don't think the ſtudy of 
the Ornamentals of Religion ſuper- 
fluous ; for neither Grace, nor Nature, 
affect a Sloven. Endeavour then, to 
Adorn the Dodtrine of God our Savibur 
in all Things, Tit. ii. 10. | | 
P. Tis ſurely in vain to talk to 
me of theſe high Attainments, pro- 
per for grown Chriſtians to ſtudy and 
put in Execution. I am a mere No- 
vice, after a long empty Profeſſion. 
I have need of ſome eaſy, plain Leſ- 


ſons, of ſome clear and ſhiort Dire- | 


ctions, to guide my Practice. 

G. The meaneſt of God's Servants 
are calld upon to adorn Religion. 
The Text | laſt named, Tit. ii. 10. 
was addreſs'd to poor Servants: And 
if Perſons of ſo low a Station and 
Improvements, are not excus'd, who 
can? However, the Advice may be 
of Uſe to you hereafter, in your fu- 
ture Progreſs, if you'll take it into 
Conſideration, I add no more on 
this Subje&, but. conclude. it accord- 


ing to your Deſire, with ſome plain 
mort Rules in Scripture Language, 


given as lummaries of Religion. hat 
doth 
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humbly with thy God? Micah vi. 8. 
Pure Religion and undefiled before God 
and the Father is this, to viſit the Fa- 
therleſs and Widows in their Afton, 
and to keep himſelf unſpotted from the 
World, Jam. 1. 27. 

P. | have many Luſts to mortify, 
Temptations to reſiſt and conquer. 
I truſted too much to an outward 
Profeſſion, to a dull Round of Du- 
tres, and look'd little to my Heart. 
Under this neglect, Corruptions ga- 
ther'd Strength, ill Habits form'd 
themſelves, fo that I have more than 
enough to look after my own Soul. 


How can {uch a Hypocritical Wretch 


pretend to adorn Religion, who hath 
lo much diſhonour'd it ? \ £ 
6. Whatever you have been, tis 


comfortable to refle& upon what you 
are now. A.Cripple, who complains 


of weakneſs and lameneſs in his 


Limbs, has Life in him ; Something 


therefore you. have of the ſpiritual 
Life, or you wou'd not fo ſenſibly 


expreſs your Wants and Grievances... 


Ule the means then for the Reco- 


very. of your ſpiritual Health, and 
1 2 2. in. 


51 | 
doth the Lord require of thee, but to do | 
juſtly, and to love Mercy, and to waik 


52 Directions to an 
in thoſe very Acts you'll adorn Re- 
ligion. If ſinful Self-gratification has 


denial will exceedingly glorify it. 

P. I fed myſelf without Fear, never 
thought of gluttony till I was Sick, 
nor of intemperance in Wine, till 1 
was drunk, nor of Lewdneſs till I 
committed an Act. Inward Concu- 
piſcence and inordinate Affections I 


the Hypoeriſy of my Heart. 


abound in? Not to male Proviſion for 
the Fleſh, but to keep under the Body, 
are Leſſons often inculcated. A Woe 
is denounc'd againſt ſuch, as are 
mighty to drink Wine, tho' not drunk, 
Iſa. v. 22. Our Lord tells you of Eye 
and Heart-Adultery. Evil Concupt- 
ſeence and inordinate Afections, you are 
expreſly bid to mortify, Col. 111. 5. 
How cou'd you overlook theſe plain 

Truths? | 04 
P. Juſt as Hypocrites overlook eve- 
ry thing, that might do them any 
good. They are willing to be de- 
ceiy'd, 


di ſnonour'd it, ftrong Acts of Self- 


never minded, nor reftrain'd, but 
gave a looſe to vile Wiſhes and De- 
fires. All this declares ſufficiently | 


G. How cou'd you overlook the | 
Cenſures of Senſuality the Scriptures | 
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you grow ſecure, and keep a vigi- 


Awaken*d Conſcience. 1 
ceiv'd, in favour of ſome Luſt, till 
God ſuffers a Spirit of Infatuation | 
to creep upon them, till they become 
blind and ſtupid. I thank him moſt 
heartily therefore for opening my 
Eyes before *twas quite too late. 
6. Certainly you cannot be thank- 
ful enough to God for undeceiving 
you in Matters of ſuch Conſequence. 
Labour to expreſs your Gratitude to 
Him, by Sacrificing thoſe Luſts to 
Him, that ſo much endanger'd your 
Soul, eſpecially the darling Corrup- 
tion you moſt delighted in. The 
conflict begun in you, between the 
Fleſh and the Spirit, is very hopeful, 
Gal. v. 17. Endeavour to work out 
the Leven of Sin, and deſtroy the 
whole Body of it more and more. 
Abſtain from all Occaſions of Sin. 
Cleanſe yourſelf from all Pollution of 
the Fleſh and Spirit, perfecting Ho- 
lineſs in the Fear of God. Be on 
your Guard againſt your greatEnemy, 
who will be ſure to tempt you, when 


lant Eye on your own deceitful Heart, 
too ready to conſent to the Cheat. 

P. I can more eahly ſee my Dan- 
ger than avoid it, and know what 
h - Luſts 
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Luſts I ſhou'd mortify, than get a 
real Victory over them. I made Re- 
ſolutions againſt Sin, and very often 
broke them. I went no farther than 
the Forbearance of the outward Act, 
and fail'd frequently there, but car- 
ry'd my Purpoſes no farther, | I be- 
gin to have clearer Views of my 
Duty in this kind, but ſhou'd be 
glad of your Aſſiſtance, What is 
true Mortification ? How ſhall I per- 
form a Duty ſo very croſs to Fleſh 
and Blood? 1 i 
G. True Mortification conſiſts not ! 
in a mere reſtraint of the outward 
Acts of Sin, but chiefly in ſubduing 
the corrupt Inclinations of the Heart 
and Aﬀettions to it. This is the | 
Way to pull up the Roots of Vice, 
ſo to deſtroy it, elſe, like Weeds on- 
ly cropt, will ſpring again. For 
want of this Care, all your Reſolu— + 
tions to reform came to nothing, for 
they were built on no ſolid Princi- 
ple. To mortify. Sin, is to be dead 
to it, in Scripture Phraſe, and to be 
alive to God. Read Romans 6. The 
great Agent in this Work, 1s the 
Bleſſed Spirit, Rom. viii. 13. The 
nem Birth, is the Death of * Old 
rs | | 4AN < 
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Awaken'd Conſcience, 55 
Man: And the Holy Spirit, who 
form'd the firſt, gradually deſtroys 
the laſt. A heavenly Converſation _ 
thus begun and carry'd on, draws 
the Soul from the Love of Sin, to 
better Things, freely, but ſteddily. If 

” Sin poſſeſs the Heart, Acts of re- 

| ftraint may confine it a while, but 

| violent Motions continue not long. 
Firm Reſolutions are of great Uſe, 
but form them in the Strength of 
Chriſt and his Grace, or they'll 

| come to naught. Earneſtly beg the 

Spirit of God to aſſiſt you in this 

hard Work, before whom all Diffi- 

culties fall. He ſhew'd you your 

Danger, and will, I hope, reſcue you | 

from it: He who has ſhewn you 

| what's amiſs, can only help you to 

| rettify it. 

P. I find I have been aw'd and 
curb'd by Conſcience, ſo as not to 
fall often into ſcandalous Vices, as a 
wild Beaſt is confin'd by a Chain, 
but my brutiſh Inclinations I ſtill re- 
tain'd. ] hope, as God has let me 
ſee my Miſtakes, he'll help me to 
amend. I am flenfible I have treſ- 
paſs'd on your Patience, by detaining 
you ſo long, and thank you for your 


kind 
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kind Endeavours to inſtruct me. I'll 
now Labour to follow your Advice. 
I am now fully ſatisfied, that Reli- 
gion muſt lye deep in the Heart, 
that is ſaving: That the Holy Spi- 
rit is the great Agent in infuſing 
theſe Principles, and improving of 
them in the Soul of Man: That he 
aſſiſts Him to draw them into the 
Life, by good Works; in ſhort, in- 
ables him to live righreouſly, ſoberly, and 
godly, in this preſent World, Il there- 
fore inceſſantly pray for this Holy 
Spir t, the Fountain of Grace aud 
Comfort, aud in the Way of my 
Duty, pu: my ſelf on his Conduct. 
G. Att up to theſe Relolves, and 
all will do well. I muſt now be 
| owe: Time permits no longer ſtay. 
Have recourie to your Bible, and 
ſpiritual Books, when you are at a 
Loſs. Be ſure to conſult the ſpiri- 
tual Guide God has ſet over you, 
when Difficulties and Temptations 
diſtreſs you. While you maintain 
your Integrity, let nothing diſ- 
courage you. Strictly guard your 
Thoughts and Affections, ſince the 
negle& of them has done you ſo 


much Prejudice. Give not too great 


a looſe 
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| Awaken'd Conſcience. * 57 
a looſe to your Tongue, for that 
will diſcompoſe your Thoughts, hur- 

ry them, and unframe your Mind. If 
| you- prevail in theſe two Points, 
| you'll find your outward Converfa- - 
| tion agreeable, calm, pious, holy. 
| If we meet again for a ſecond Con- 
| ference, I hope ' ſweet Experience 
will convince you of the Truth of 
what I have faid. We will then 
talk over the Pleaſures of Religion, 
in our advancing towards Chriſtian 
Perfection. If we meet here no more, 
may we in a better Place. Let us 
| now part with that glorious Truth 
on our Thoughts. 
© Now the God of Peace, that | 
© brought again from the Dead our . 
© Lord Jeſus, that great Shepherd of . # 
the Sheep, thro' the Blood of the 
© everlaſting Covenant: Make us per- 
© feft in every good Work to do his 
Will, working in you that which 
© 15 well-pleaſing in his Sight, thro' 
© Jeſus Chriſt: To whom be Glory 
< for ever and ever. Amen. 
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ing, in Bartholomew. Cloſe. 
N Abftrat of the remarkable 


Paſſages in the Life of a pri- 


vate Gentleman. In three Parts. Re- 
lating to Trouble of Mind, ſome 


5 
| 
ES 


violating Temptations, and a Reco- | 
very: In order to awaken the Pre- 


9 S 


ſumptuous, convince the Sceptic, and 


encourage the Deſpondent. With 
Reflexions thereon, The Second Edi- 
tion enlarged. . 

An Exhortation to the Belief and 
Practice of Real Religion: With Cau- 
tions againſt ſome Miſtakes about it. 
Together with ſhort Rules for a Ho- 
ly Life. The Second Edition. 

Thoughts on the Love of God. 

Acquaintance with God. 


The Chriſtian's Plea . for his God 


and Saviour jeſus Chri 


The Pacher 8 iy 5 bi Chil- 


dren. 


The Principles * 2 of Chri-- 


ſtianity: Being a further Inſtruction 


for ſuch as have learned the Church- 


Catechiſm. By Thomas, Lord Biſhop 


of Soder and Man. Second Edition. 


